
GAURAV J. PATHANIA, PhD
Sociologist, Social Activist, Peacebuilder, Author & Actor

Office: 225 Roselawn 1200 Park Road, Harrisonburg, 22802
EASTERNMENNONITE UNIVERSITY, Harrisonburg, VA

Email: gaurav.pathania@emu.edu
personal website: GAURAV J PATHANIA.COM

TEACHING

2021
onwards Assistant Professor of Sociology and Peacebuilding

School of Social Sciences and Professions
Eastern Mennonite University

2021-22 Summer Peacebuilding Institute
Center for Justice and Peacebuilding Eastern Mennonite University

2020-22 Department of Sociology, Georgetown University

2020 Department of Sociology, Catholic University of America

2019 Department of Sociology, George Washington University

EDUCATION

2017 PhD in Sociology, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
Dissertation: “The University as a Site for Regional Identity: An
Ethnography of Student Movement for Telangana at Osmania University”

2011 MPhil, Sociology of Education, JNU
“A Study of Identity Based Student Activism at an Indian University”

2009 MA, Sociology, Center for the Study of Social Systems, JNU

2007 MA, Public Administration, Kurukshetra University

2005 MA, English Literature, Kurukshetra University

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Caste and Race, South Asian Diaspora Social Movements, Globalization and Cultural
Politics, Leadership, Social Justice; Sociology of Health, Sociology of Higher
Education; Qualitative Research Methods (Ethnography)
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https://sociology.catholic.edu/faculty-and-research/faculty-profiles/pathania-gaurav/index.html


ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

2024 onwards Director, Center for Interfaith Engagement, EMU

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2022 Researcher, Understanding Caste Privilege project at Virginia Tech
University, Virginia (with Professor Bonnie Zare)

2020-Present Researcher, South Asian Diaspora in the United States; (qualitative
study of anti-caste activism)

2020-Present Research Associate, Documentary Project on South Asian American
Community, Council on Global Social Issues, Commission on Global
Social Work Education (CSWE)

2019 Research Consultant (with Prof. Brandon Vaidyanathan, P.I.)
Mental Health Literacy and Support in Congregations
The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC

2017-Present Research Associate
Pullias Center for Higher Education, Rossier School of Education
University of Southern California, Los Angeles

2018 Visiting Scholar, College of Education,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA

2016-2017 Research Assistant (with Prof. Sushrut Jadhav)
"Discrimination, Distress and Higher Education in India." In
collaboration with University College London and Indian Institute of
Dalit Studies, India. Supported by British Academy International
Partnership and Mobility Grant, UK (mindsofcaste.org)

2015-2016 Research Assistant (with Prof. William G. Tierney)
University of Southern California
"An Ethnography of Campus Culture in Higher Education"

2011 Research Assistant, Federation for Industrial Chambers of
Commerce and Industries in India (FICCI) for book, Mega Trends
of the Emerging Third World Industrial Revolution in India (by
Prof. Jeremy Rifkin)
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13674676.2021.1967901
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https://pullias.usc.edu/people/gaurav-j-pathania/
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PUBLICATIONS

BOOK

The University as a Site of Resistance: Identity and Student Politics
Oxford University Press, New Delhi (Global edition 2018)

Reviews of my book:
Contemporary Voice of Dalit (2022)
Contemporary South Asia (2021)
Theory, Culture and Society (2021)
Journal of Resistance Studies (2020)

Featured in Media:
The Hindu (2019)
The Caravan Reading List
Higher Education Reading List

ARTICLES (Peer-Reviewed)

2023. Pathania, Gaurav J., Sushrut Jadhav, Amit Thorat, David Mosse, Sumeet Jain.
“Caste Identities and Structures of Threats: Understanding Wellbeing in an Indian
University Campus.” CASTE: A Global Journal on Social Exclusion, 4 (1): 3-23.
Brandeis University

2020. “Cultural Politics of Historically Marginalized Students,” Critical Times, 3(3).
534-550 (Duke University Press)

2018. Pathania, Gaurav J. and William G. Tierney. 2018. “An Ethnography of Caste
and Class at an Indian University,” Tertiary Education and Management, 24(3):
221-231. [European Higher Education Society]

2016. "Food Politics and Counter-Hegemonic Assertion among Marginalized
Students at Indian Universities," South Asia Research, 36(2): 261-277 .

BOOK CHAPTERS

2023. Pathania, Gaurav J. and K. Kalyani. “Contextualizing the Emergence of Dalit
Studies in Academia,” in Joao M. Paraskeva (ed.) Critical Perspective on the Denial
of Caste in Educational Spaces: Towards a Non-Derivative Curriculum Reason,
Routledge: NY.

2023. Pathania, Gaurav J. and Nina Asher. “Racialization of Caste: Internal
Colonization of Education in South Asia”, In J. Scott, M. Bajaj (eds.) The Yearbook of
Education 2023: Racialization and Educational Inequalities in Global Perspective,
Routledge: USA
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https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-university-as-a-site-of-resistance-9780199488414?q=Gaurav%252520J%252520Pathania&lang=en&cc=gb
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/YC9CZUWNVVKRJQGUWG9G/full?fbclid=IwAR2bBPyMpHTktfm_n3J_i6mEWZQSUq1rm5TPPhRBWufvYqqGejBfhnvzBjw#.YklrV_dY85I.facebook
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09584935.2021.1917077
https://www.theoryculturesociety.org/blog/review-gaurav-pathania-the-university-as-a-site-of-resistance
https://resistance-journal.org/
https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/the-idea-of-a-university-and-the-university-as-a-site-of-resistance-reviews-a-cauldron-of-discontent/article26216023.ece
https://caravanmagazine.in/books/twelve-books-dalit-writing
https://higheredstrategy.com/the-higher-ed-reading-list/
https://journals.library.brandeis.edu/index.php/caste/article/view/470/190
https://journals.library.brandeis.edu/index.php/caste/article/view/470/190
https://read.dukeupress.edu/critical-times/article/3/3/534/170835/Cultural-Politics-of-Historically-Marginalized
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13583883.2018.1439998
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13583883.2018.1439998
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0262728016638732?journalCode=sara
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0262728016638732?journalCode=sara
https://www.routledge.com/Critical-Perspectives-on-the-Denial-of-Caste-in-Educational-Debate-Towards/Paraskeva/p/book/9780367725105
https://www.routledge.com/Critical-Perspectives-on-the-Denial-of-Caste-in-Educational-Debate-Towards/Paraskeva/p/book/9780367725105
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003241393-13/racialization-caste-gaurav-pathania-nina-asher
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003241393-13/racialization-caste-gaurav-pathania-nina-asher


2021. “Regional Movements in Democracy: The Case of Telangana,” in P. D’Souza, H.
Ahmed and S. Alam (eds.) Companion on Indian Democracy: Resilience, Fragility,
Ambivalence, Routledge, UK.

2019. Thakur, Narender and Gaurav J. Pathania. “Privatization and Shrinking Free
Space in Education: Challenges for the Inclusive Knowledge Society,” pp. 130-144 in
S. Babu G. S. (ed.) Education and the Public Sphere: Exploring the Structure of
Mediation in Post- Colonial India, Routledge: Delhi.

2018. “Counter-Hegemonic Assertions of Marginalized Students in University
Campuses in India,” pp. 207-231 in G. Wankhede and I. Reid (eds.) Accessing Higher
Education: Footprints of Marginalized Groups, Aakar Books: Delhi.

2015. “Middle Class Resistance in Contemporary Urban India: How New are these
New Social Movements?” pp. 276-297 in L. Lobo and J. Shah (eds.) The Trajectory of
India’s Middle Class: Economy, Ethics & Etiquette, Cambridge Scholars Publishing:
UK.

IN PRESS

Research Articles

2024. Zare, Bonnie, Pathania, Gaurav J. and Shajahan, Muhammedshah. Invisibility
of Caste in Everyday Campus Life: Indian American Students and their
Understanding of Privileges [Submitted to Ethnic and Racial Studies Journal on
June 15]

Book Chapters

2024. Demonizing Religion, Countering Tradition: Analyzing Dalit-OBC Student
Activism in India,” In Jean Thomas and Khalil Parker (eds.) Student Politics from the
Lens of South Asia, Orient BlackSwan. (Accepted. 2024)

Review Articles

With Vivek Kumar. “Ambedkar and the Idea of Social Justice”, Economic and
Political Weekly. (Invited review article - Forthcoming )

BOOK REVIEWS

Chinnaiah Jangam. Dalits and the Making of Modern India, CASTE-A Global
Journal on Social Exclusion, 3(1) : 217-220 April 2022

Jeremy A. Rinker. Identity, Rights, and Awareness, Peace and Change: A Journal of
Peace Research, 45(4): 616-619, 2017
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https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003219477-8/regional-movements-democracy-gaurav-pathania
https://www.routledge.com/Education-and-the-Public-Sphere-Exploring-the-Structures-of-Mediation/Babu-G-S/p/book/9781138495371
https://www.routledge.com/Education-and-the-Public-Sphere-Exploring-the-Structures-of-Mediation/Babu-G-S/p/book/9781138495371
https://www.aakarbooks.com/details.php?bid=711
https://www.aakarbooks.com/details.php?bid=711
https://www.cambridgescholars.com/product/978-1-4438-7243-0
https://www.cambridgescholars.com/product/978-1-4438-7243-0
https://journals.library.brandeis.edu/index.php/caste/article/view/390/108
https://journals.library.brandeis.edu/index.php/caste/article/view/390/108
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/pech.12432


Leona Rittner; W. Scott Haine and Jeffrey H. Jackson. The Thinking Space: The Cafe
as a Cultural Institution, Ashgate: UK. Cafe Dissensus Everyday, June 18: 2017

Romila Thapar. The Public Intellectuals in India, Aleph Book Company, New Delhi.
South Asia Research, 37(2): 232-235, 2015

Gautam Pingle. The Fall and Rise of Telangana, Orient BlackSwan, New Delhi. South
Asia Research, 34(3): 270-273, 2014

G. B. Nambissan & S. S. Rao (eds.) Sociology of Education in India, Oxford University
Press, Economic and Political Weekly. XL VIII(50): 29-31, 2013

POPULAR PRESS

‘ORIGIN’ movie, out in Theaters now, features EMU Professor, The New Virginian,
January 23. 2024

Who is Gaurav J Pathania? Professor Plays Dr. Ambedkar in Ava DuVernay’s
ORIGIN , Statesman, September 15, 2023

ORIGIN: A Film on Race and Caste Featuring BR Ambedkar makes Waves in
Hollywood, Hindustan Times, September 14, 2023

The American Dream is Not Possible without Higher Education for All,
Hindustan Times, September 2. 2023.

Caste Discrimination is Rampant in Indian Higher Education: Study Exposes
Deep Rooted Prejudices, The Mooknayak,May 22. 2023

Gaurav Pathania: Boston Globe Trotter, The Weather Wane, 70 (2), April 2023
[interviewed by Caleb Stoltzfus, EMU]

Why Seattle Banned Caste-Discrimination, PBS Newshour, February 28.

Caste Should not be Part of the American Dream, Boston Globe, February 17. 2023

Celebration of Ambedkar at EMU Professor Gaurav Pathania, Peace & Development,
Eastern Mennonite University, April 12, 2022

Black History is more than Slavery, Peace & Development, Eastern Mennonite
University, February 21, 2022
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https://cafedissensusblog.com/2017/06/18/book-review-the-thinking-space-the-cafe-as-a-cultural-institution-in-paris-italy-and-vienna/
https://cafedissensusblog.com/2017/06/18/book-review-the-thinking-space-the-cafe-as-a-cultural-institution-in-paris-italy-and-vienna/
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0262728017700211?journalCode=sara
http://sar.sagepub.com/content/34/3/270.full.pdf+html
https://www.epw.in/journal/2013/50/book-reviews/sociology-education.html
https://newsvirginian.com/news/local/origin-movie-now-out-in-theaters-features-emu-professor/article_f9786d14-b8cc-11ee-a20f-374f3fb1011c.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/who-is/who-is-gaurav-j-pathania-professor-plays-br-ambedkar-in-ava-duvernays-origin-1503222255.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/who-is/who-is-gaurav-j-pathania-professor-plays-br-ambedkar-in-ava-duvernays-origin-1503222255.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/entertainment/hollywood/origin-a-film-on-race-and-caste-featuring-br-ambedkar-makes-waves-in-hollywood-101694674245043.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/entertainment/hollywood/origin-a-film-on-race-and-caste-featuring-br-ambedkar-makes-waves-in-hollywood-101694674245043.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/the-american-dream-is-not-possible-without-higher-education-for-all-101693667426574.html
https://en.themooknayak.com/india/caste-discrimination-rampant-in-indian-higher-education-study-exposes-deep-rooted-prejudices
https://en.themooknayak.com/india/caste-discrimination-rampant-in-indian-higher-education-study-exposes-deep-rooted-prejudices
https://en.themooknayak.com/india/caste-discrimination-rampant-in-indian-higher-education-study-exposes-deep-rooted-prejudices
https://www.theweathervane.org/news-and-feature/gaurav-pathania-boston-globe-trotter/
https://youtu.be/ap7dTZOpKHU
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2023/02/17/opinion/caste-should-not-be-part-american-dream/
https://emu.edu/now/pxd/2022/04/12/celebration-of-ambedkar-at-emu-by-professor-gaurav-pathania/
https://emu.edu/now/pxd/2022/02/21/black-history-is-more-than-slavery-by-professor-gaurav-pathania/


Telangana Lost its Anti-Caste Doctor: Dr. Kolluri Chiranjeevi (1947-2021), Dalit
Dastak, March 25, 2021

Missing from National Education Policy, Issues of the Marginalized, Indian Express,
September 6, 2020

History, Ideology and the Contemporary Student Politics The Quint, October 10, 2018

Global Ranking, The Tribune, November 21, 2018.

Caste & Class in Indian Universities, Counterview.org,

JNU Elections: University and the Politics of Narratives Cafe Dissensus Everyday,
September 15, 2017.

Reflections on a Dalit Student’s Suicide, Clinically Applied Anthropology, 3/29, 2017

Telangana Politics: The Saga of Promises and Betrayals, Kafila, June 1, 2015

Campus Space in the Age of Clicktivism, Mainstream, LI (40): September 28, 2013

Representation or Resistance? Mainstream, Vol. LI (32): July 22, 2013

JNU Speaks the Language of Lenin, Mainstream, L (40): September 22, 2012

JNU: Something is Left in the Right and Something Right in the Left, HardNews,
March, 2012

Marx Sipping Tea at Nehru’s Dhaba, Mainstream, XLIV (47): November, 2011

LITERARYWRITINGS

2024. My Pen-MyWords, CASTE: A Global Journal on Social Exclusion, 5 (2): 332-34

2024. Deceiving Frames, Phoenix, 67: Eastern Mennonite University

2021. Reflection, CASTE-A Global Journal on Social Exclusion, 2(2): 379-380 (Poem in
Hindi and English)

2021. “Inverted Question Mark” The Awakened, a journal of Boston Study Group. Vol.
1(1) Spring.

2020. “Blackhole” CASTE-A Global Journal on Social Exclusion, 1(2): 183-186. (Poem
in Hindi and English)
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https://www.dalitdastak.com/telangana-lost-its-anti-caste-doctor-dr-kolluri-chiranjeevi-1947-2021/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/new-education-policy-nep-marginalised-6584653/
https://hindi.thequint.com/voices/opinion/history-ideology-and-current-student-politics
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/archive/bathinda/lecture-on-understanding-role-of-varsities-held-686868
https://counterview.org/2018/11/12/higher-education-in-india-is-designed-in-a-manner-that-exacerbates-tensions-of-class-and-caste/
https://cafedissensusblog.com/2017/09/15/jnusu-elections-the-university-and-the-politics-of-narratives/
https://kafila.online/2015/06/01/telangana-politics-a-saga-of-promises-and-betrayals-gaurav-j-pathania/
http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article4471.html
http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article4346.html
http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article3705.html
https://archives.hardnewsmedia.com/2012/03/4692
http://www.mainstreamweekly.net/article3123.html
https://journals.library.brandeis.edu/index.php/caste/article/view/671/1813
https://journals.library.brandeis.edu/index.php/caste/article/view/288/88
https://www.bostonstudygroup.com/3d-flip-book/the-awakened-magazine-spring-2021/?fbclid=IwAR3320p-IUk1sMhAXQabllG957Rf9rylSI8HIc0VMRyPdGq6x0nrYJwl_GQ
https://journals.library.brandeis.edu/index.php/caste/article/view/224/24


ACADEMIC SERVICE

● Reviewer, National Science Foundation, USA.

● Assistant Editor, South Asia Research, SOAS, University of London, UK.

● Review Board, Authors’ Lab, Ambedkar International Center, Maryland

● Chaired a panel “Caste & Institution” in the conference” Anti-Caste Thought:
Theory, Politics and Culture, University of Wolverhampton, October 29, 2021

● Moderator, Discussion and launch of Five volumes on Dr. Ambedkar, published
and organized by the Oxford University Press April 11, 2021

● Moderator, email listserv and developed academic project website
mindsofcaste.org

● Discussant, “Race-Caste Reckoning,” National Geographic documentary film
A Lost Tribe of Africa, November 7, 2020

● Organized “Race, Resistance & Civil Repair: Black Lives Matter and Beyond” -
online discussion with Prof. Jeffrey Alexander and Prof. Kevin Brown, July
25, 2020 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2E7QfOiNlk

● Organized guest talk by Mark Rudd (Columbia University’s Free Speech
Movement leader in 1965-1968 and president of Students for Democratic
Society) for From Underground to Cyberspace: Understanding the Future of
Student Politics, Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington
University, March, 2019

● Reviewer, Comparative & International Education Society Annual Conference,
2018

● Organizing Committee, International Conference on Caste and Race: Configuring
Solidarities, College of Education, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, May 4-6,
2018

● Organizer, Joint Report Launch by the University of Massachusetts and the
University of Pune, India, February, 2018

● Participant, Research and Funding Roundtable at the College of Education and
Human Development, George Mason University, December 5, 2017

● Presenter, India’s Health: A Grand Challenge, organized by Difficult Dialogues, Goa,
February 10-12, 2017
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https://www.nsf.gov/
https://journals.sagepub.com/editorial-board/SAR
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/anti-caste-thought-theory-politics-and-culture-tickets-177044223037
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/anti-caste-thought-theory-politics-and-culture-tickets-177044223037
https://www.facebook.com/OUPAcademicIndia/photos/a.230414104175743/852929311924216/
http://mindsofcaste.org
https://virtual.boomset.com/session/107023/216818?fbclid=IwAR318rZTutONQjvayNQGu0f1A49lFTtDgPe6GxIj31T1_1Q0Bo-4XtPzdQ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2E7QfOiNlk
https://sociology.columbian.gwu.edu/department-newsletter-spring-2019
https://sociology.columbian.gwu.edu/department-newsletter-spring-2019
http://engagement.umass.edu/crrs/content/program-committee
http://engagement.umass.edu/crrs/content/program-committee


● Discussant, BRICS Higher Education Summit jointly organized by the Times
Higher Education Ranking and Jindal Global University at the India Habitat
Center, Delhi, December, 2015

● Invited Professor Werner Menski (Emeritus Law Professor at SOAS,
University of London) for a talk, Niti as Patangbazi: The Need for Plural
Navigation in Law and Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru University, February,
2015

● Organized panel discussion on Women’ Education and Patriarchy: Debating
the Role of Khap Panchayats, JNU, October, 2013

● Member, Organizing Committee, Annual Conference of Comparative
Education Society of India, 2010-2012

Journal Reviews

● Contemporary Education Dialogue (Sage, India)

● CASTE: A Global Journal of Social Exclusion (Brandeis University, USA)

● Critical Asian Studies (Taylor & Francis, USA)

● Contemporary South Asia (Taylor & Francis, UK)

● Distinktion: Journal of Social Theory (Germany)

● Higher Education, (Springer, USA)

● International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education (USA)

● Left History, York University, Toronto

● Modern Asian Studies, (Cambridge University Press, UK)

● Oxford University Press (Delhi, India)

● Peace and Change: A Journal of Peace Research (Wiley-Blackwell, USA)

● SAMAJ-South Asia Multidisciplinary Academic Journal (France)

● South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies (Taylor and Francis, Australia)

● The Social Science Journal (Elsevier, USA)
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INVITED TALKS /CHAIRED SESSION

2023

● Political Power is the Key to Dalit Emancipation, 133rd Birthday Celebration of
Dr. Ambedkar, Ambedkar International Mission, Brampton, Canada.

● Guest speaker at NAIMUN LXII. February 13-16, Washington DC

● Race & Caste Intersectionality in Global Higher Education, World Learning.
February 28

● Segregation and Environmental Justice in India, Center on Global Energy
Policy, Columbia University.

● Eating in Public: Food Preferences and Difference across Cultures, South
Asian Studies, University of Pennsylvania. February 7

● Keynote address, Machik fest at George Washington University, organized by
Tibetan Group, November 10-12

● “Dalits and Human Rights”, Parliament on Worlds’ Religion, Chicago. August
17,

● Reclaiming Spaces-Challenging Narrative, organized by the SOAS Student
Union, University of London, UK, May 17

● “Caste Discrimination: A Global Perspective,” University of Calgary. May 6

● Moderated a session: “American Caste” organized by the Institute for
Comparative Literature and Society, Columbia University. April 15.

● Plenary Speaker, Dalit Conference, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, April 13-14

● “Caste & Race Interconnected; yet Distinct Systems of Oppression”, University
of North Carolina-Greensboro. January 19. 2023

● Keynote Speaker, on a conference: “Ambedkar and the Nation-Building”
Chaudhary Ranbir Singh University, Jind, Haryana

2022
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https://youtu.be/MWwso3nf9so?si=-JdtHtk5Jk8dLlFd
https://naimun.modelun.org/
https://www.columbia.edu/content/events/climate-justice-series-segregation-and-environmental-injustice
https://www.southasia.upenn.edu/events/sast-workshop-eating-public-race-caste-and-food-practices-across-differences
https://parliamentofreligions.org/2023-program/
https://icls.columbia.edu/events/american-caste/
https://dalitconference.anthropology.wfu.edu/
https://hnac.uncg.edu/2023/01/18/the-historical-roots-of-our-times-caste-and-race-12pm-on-thur-jan-19th/
https://hnac.uncg.edu/2023/01/18/the-historical-roots-of-our-times-caste-and-race-12pm-on-thur-jan-19th/


● Caste and Pedagogy at the Asia Qualitative Inquiry Association, Pusan
National University, Seoul, South Korea.

● “University and Civil Sphere” at “Civil Sphere in South Asia”- a conference
organized by Professor Jeffrey Alexander (cultural sociologist) at Yale.
October 22-23.

● Speaker, Annual Beitzel Symposium, Mahatma Gandhi Center for Global
Non-Violence, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA. September 22.

● Speaker, “Higher Education and Youth Solidarities”, International Youth Day,
National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration, August 12.

● Speaker, M.S. Gore Memorial Seminar, Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai.

● Chair at “Theorizing Casteism” Conference, Presidency University, Kolkata.
June 7 & 8.

● Chair, Anti-Caste Thought Conference: Theory, Politics & Culture, University of
Wolverhampton, October 29

● Chief Guest, Valedictory Talk: “Law, Language and Literature” Symbiosis Law
University, Hyderabad. April 30

● Inaugural address, 131st Ambedkar Birth Anniversary celebration at Kalinga
Institute of Social Sciences, Odisha. April 14th.

● Panelist at the Roundtable: Queering Solidarities: Race, Caste and Gender,
Organized by Cornell-Syracuse South Asia Consortium at Moynihan Institute
of Global Affairs, Syracuse University. March 25

● Guest lecture on “Race for Caste” at Professor Florina Xavier’s Class at the Center
for Justice and Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University, VA. Sept 14, 2022

● “Qualitative Research and Data Analysis” at the Social Work course in Pacific
University, Oregon. April 22.

2021

● “Hinduism and Caste”- guest lecture in Professor Mary Sprunger’s History 101
Class at Eastern Mennonite University, VA. September 24, 2021

● Guest lecture on “Ethnography” at Professor Jayne Docherty’s Research Method
class of Center for Justice and Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University,
VA. September 14, 2021
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https://jaqp.jp/jaqp/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023.Call-for-ProposalsENG.pdf
https://www.jmu.edu/gandhicenter/beitzelsymposium22.shtml
https://www.jmu.edu/gandhicenter/beitzelsymposium22.shtml
https://tiss.edu/view/5/homepage-data/homepage-events-and-announcements/ms-gore-memorial-webinar/
https://theperiyarproject.com/author/theperiyarproject/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfRYej3YMfQ&t=3s
https://www.slsh.edu.in/lds
https://www.slsh.edu.in/lds
https://news.kiit.ac.in/kiss/ambedkar-research-chair-kiss-du-commemorates/
https://www.maxwell.syr.edu/research/moynihan-institute-of-global-affairs/events/2022/03/25/default-calendar/genealogies-of-anti-asian-asia-violences-symposium


● “In Search of a New Identity: Anti-Caste Activism among Dalit Diaspora in the
United States” selected for Junior Theorist Symposium, American
Sociological Association (ASA-Theory Section) August 5&6

● “The Social Justice Legacy of Dr. Ambedkar” at Women’s Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (WICCI), West Bengal.

● “Dailt Feminism” in Prof. Michele Berger’s class on Gender, University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill. March 23.

● “Introduction to Sociology,” in Prof. Tamer Solyer’s Global Inequalities course,
Humboldt University, Germany, February 2

● “Cultural Politics of Historically Marginalized Students in Indian
Universities,” Department of Political Science, Indraprastha College for
Women, University of Delhi, January 22

2020

● Critical Analysis of National Education Policy, Organized by the National
Foundation for India, November 21

● Speaker, Machik Fest (The annual festival of Tibetans in the US)

● “COVID-19 and India Diaspora in the USA,” Organisation for Diaspora
Initiatives (ODI India) and Diaspora and International Migration Programme
(DIMP), CAS-School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi, September 12

● “Cultural Resistance among Dalit-Bahujan Students,” organized by
Ambedkar-King Study Circle, August 28

● “Gender Resistance in India,” in Introduction to Sociology course of Prof.
Kathleen Guidroz, Georgetown University, August 3

● The Role of Dalit Literature in Globalizing Phule-Ambedkarite Movement, in
ThoughtPodium, organized by the Ambedkar International Mission, Calgary,
Canada, June 27

● “Universities in the time of Crisis” at SGR Knowledge foundation.

● “Ethnography and Cultural Studies” in Research Methodology Workshop,
organized by Rajiv Gandhi University, Arunachal Pradesh, May 26
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9d63Pvelx4&ab_channel=MKGUALNAM
https://www.machikweekend.com/speakers.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=on5ByTtxSTY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVuEgA4goYo&t=3262s
https://sgrkf.com/gaurav-pathania


● “Covid-19 and the Changing Landscape of the Indian and the U.S. Higher
Education” organized by Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar College, May 24

2019

● The University as a Site of Resistance, at Ahmedabad University, Gujrat,
November 27

● Dismantling Casteism & Racism organized by Ambedkar Association of North
America at University of Michigan-Ann Arbor. October 12

● Beyond the Cover: Authors Who Inspire, Indiaspora Global Forum, Tarrytown
Estate on the Hudson, New York, September 15

● Gender Violence, Power and Politics in South Asia, to Prof. Kathleen Guidroz’s
Sociology of Gender at the Department of Sociology, Georgetown University,
Washington, DC, June 27

● What’s Up with Student Activism Now in India and the US, discussion with
Mark Rudd (1968 Columbia Student Activist of Free Speech Movement),
organized by Sigur Center for Asian Studies, Elliott School of International
Affairs, The George Washington University, Washington, DC

● Aaj Kal Ki Ladkiyan (Today’s Girls) - a talk on gender issues organized by the
South Asian Student Association, George Washington University,
Washington, DC, April

2018
● “Indian Universities and Intellectuals” - Guest lecture at Race, Caste and the

University: B. R. Ambedkar [BC3825/ GR 6998] at Barnard College, Columbia
University

● Online presentation “Reservation, Representation and Resistance:
Understanding Student Activism,” in a conference Reservation,
Representation and Social Justice, organized by ICSSR and the Department of
Higher Education at Osmania University, Hyderabad, March 23

● “Ethnography and the Challenges of the Field,” Invited as a resource person
for a day-long faculty development program on research methods at the
Symbiosis University, Hyderabad, December 14

● “Caste Identity in Academics and Dr. Ambedkar's Global Perspective,” at the
Department of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Studies and Ambedkar Chair
(Adhyasan) at Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune, Maharashtra,
November 24
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https://lsa.umich.edu/bli/news-events/all-events.detail.html/63434-15694221.html
https://www.indiaspora.org/event/indiaspora-global-forum/
https://sigur.elliott.gwu.edu/2019/02/12/student-activism/
https://www.evensi.com/aaj-kal-ke-larkiyan-girls-days-marvin-center-ampitheater/296561254
https://history.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Race%2C%20Caste%20and%20the%20University-COI%40BC.pdf
https://history.barnard.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Race%2C%20Caste%20and%20the%20University-COI%40BC.pdf
https://www.slsh.edu.in/assets/pdf/December.pdf
http://sppudocs.unipune.ac.in/sites/news_events/Lists/News%2520and%2520Announcements/Attachments/2512/Invitations_for_running_news_24_Nov__2018_24.112018.PDF


● “University and Student Resistance,” at the Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences, IIT-Gandhinagar, Gujarat, November 22

● “Sustainable Higher Education: The Social Responsibility of Universities,” In
Promoting a Culture of Excellence in Universities: Role of Ranking and
Benchmarking, at the Jindal Global University, Sonepat, November 18

● “The Social Responsibilities of the University,” at the Central University of
Punjab, Department of Sociology, Bhatinda (Punjab), November 20

● “University, Knowledge Economy and Inclusive Development in India,” at Dev
Samaj Post-Graduate College for Women, Ferozepur, Punjab, November 17

● “The University as a Site of Resistance”, at the Center for Policy Research in
Higher Education, at the National Institute of Educational Planning and
Administration (NIEPA), New Delhi, November 15

● Exploring Dalit-OBC Student Activism at Indian Universities, Annual South
Asia Conference, University of Wisconsin-Madison, October, 11-14

● Epistemology of Dalit-OBC Student Politics, 70th Anniversary of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, Fukuoka, Japan, September 23
https://www.thewire.in/caste/at-japan-convention-dalit-and-burakumin-peo
ple-forge-solidarity

● University Education and Inclusive Development, organized by the
Department of Geography, Kalindi College, University of Delhi, February 20

2017

● “Role of Caste and Social Movements in National-Building,” symposium
organized by the ICSSR-Southern Region and Osmania University, Hyderabad,
July 19

● “Changing Epistemology of Dalit-OBC Student Activism,” Dalit Movements in
North India: Theory, Praxis and Challenges, Indian Institute of Advanced
Studies (IIAS) Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, November 26-28

● “An Ethnography of Caste and Class,” 4th Annual Conference on The
Unfinished Legacy of Dr. Ambedkar: Reconfiguring Caste and Race
Solidarities, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, May 5

2017
● “Demonising Religion, Countering Tradition: Exploring Identity Formation

among Dalit-OBC Students in India,” Annual Meeting of South Asian
Anthropology Group (SAAG), University of Edinburgh, September 8
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https://alumni.iitgn.ac.in/events/961
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LXQVPavNYo
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/bathinda/lecture-on-understanding-role-of-varsities-held/686868.html
https://postgraduatedepartmentofhistory.wordpress.com/2018/11/18/guest-lecture-on-universities-knowledge-economy-and-inclusive-development-in-india-by-dr-gaurav-j-pathania-washington-dc-usa-17-nov-2018/
https://www.thewire.in/caste/at-japan-convention-dalit-and-burakumin-people-forge-solidarity
https://www.thewire.in/caste/at-japan-convention-dalit-and-burakumin-people-forge-solidarity
http://iias.ac.in/event/dalit-movement-north-india-theory-praxis-and-challenges
http://iias.ac.in/event/dalit-movement-north-india-theory-praxis-and-challenges


● “Demonising Religion, Countering Tradition: Indian Student Activism in
Contemporary Democracy,” 3rd International conference on Dr. Ambedkar,
Re-Imagining Religion, Caste and Social Justice in South Asia, The Heller
School for Social Policy and Management, Brandeis University, April 28-30.

● “Being a Student Researcher and an Outsider Studying Student Movements,”
Voicing Experience: The 4th British Conference of Autoethnography,
Department of Sociology, University of Sussex, June 15-16

● “Contemporary Student Movements: Understanding Ambedkarian and
Gramscian Perspective,” organized by the Ambedkar Chair, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi, April 30

2016
● Discrimination, Distress and Higher Education in India, workshop organized

by University College London, British Council, Indian Institute of Dalit Studies
and Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, September 12-17

● “Socio-Economic Dynamics in Indian Higher Education: Towards Public
Education and a Knowledge Society,” National Seminar - Education and
Public Sphere, Jawaharlal Nehru University, March 17-18

● “Sub-Regionalism in Democracy,” Rajni Kothari Memorial Seminar: The
Question is Democracy, at the Center for the Study of Developing Societies,
New Delhi, March 14-16

2015
● "Identity Networks and the Emergence of the New Student Movement,”

Graduate Seminar, Zakir Husain Center for Educational Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, September 15-16.

2014
● “University as a Site of Critical Thinking: Understanding Contemporary

Student Politics and its Critique to Dominant Culture,” International
conference: Education, Politics and Social Change, Comparative Education
Society of India (CESI) at the University of Delhi, October 17-20.

● “Counter-Hegemonic Assertion of Marginalized Students on University
Campuses in India,” National Seminar: Higher Education in India and the
Marginalized: A Critique of Access, Equity and Quality in Global Context, Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai and ICSSR, March 3-4

2013
● “Middle Class Resistance and New Social Movements,” Tracking the Growth

of Middle Class,” Center for Culture and Development National Conference,
Vadodara, Gujarat, November 27-29
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● “Identity Based Networks and the Emergence of New Student Movements on
University Campuses: Analysing JNU and Osmania,” Higher Education in the
21st Century: Challenges and Opportunities, National Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bangalore, April 4-5

2012
● “Collective Identities and Contentious Politics: Analyzing Caste Networks in

Jawaharlal Nehru University,” in Annual International Conference of
Comparative Education Society of India, Education for a Changing World,
University of Jammu, Jammu & Kashmir, October 10-12

● “Role of Literature and Movement: Analysing Indian Student Movement,”
Online presentation - Humanism, Democracy and Culture: Post-Colonial
Discourse, Department of Higher Education and RKSD College, Kaithal,
Haryana, March 20-21

● “Debating Honor Killings in India,” at ITT Technical Institute, Orange,
California, February 26

2011
● “University as a Site of Struggle for Social Justice: An Identity Based Student

Activism in JNU,” ‘South Asia In Transition’ Department of Sociology,
University of Oxford and Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative
(OPHI), London, UK, November 25-26

● “Caste Based Student Networks in a University Campus,” Comparative
Education Society of India (CESI): Rethinking Education Policy, University of
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, November 16-19

● “Reservation and Identity Consciousness: A Study of Identity Based Student
Activism in Indian Universities," National Conference on Movement for
Equity in Reservations, Center for the Study of Social Systems, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, February 21-22

MEDIA APPEARANCES

● Why Seattle Banned Caste-Discrimination, PBS Newshour, February 28

● Saffron Scissors, Frontline, August 14, 2020

● Dalit Dastak, Joothan (Poetry Recitation), May 2, 2020

● Dalit Dastak, BlackHole (Poetry Recitation), April 13, 2020
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https://youtu.be/ap7dTZOpKHU
https://www.pressreader.com/india/frontline/20200814/281809991232139?fbclid=IwAR2V5F0mJWr4V8iflsnQhncGS6AAC-PWUpcwFI8foVw7ZIWADyimUMxMfpQ
https://youtu.be/oXunyvQ_3_0
https://youtu.be/mysQ4HpZRpc


● Pehchaan students’ magazine, Ahmedabad University, February 2020

● Is Campus Activism Losing its Sting, Open Magazine, November 29, 2019
https://openthemagazine.com/features/is-campus-activism-losing-its-sting/

● Resistance Studies Initiative, October 30, 2019

● Dalit Diaspora in the United States, interview with Dalit Dastak, a YouTube
Channel, December 19, 2018

● Higher Education in India is design to exacerbate tensions of Caste and Class,
Counterview.org [November 18]

● Massachusetts University Honors Ambedkar, The Quint, June 9, 2018

● Dalit Spring in India, Sputnik Radio, Washington, DC, April 11, 2018

● Caste Prejudice Still Alienates College Students in India, Pullias Center for
Higher Education, February 28, 2018

COMMUNITYWORK

Public Speaker: Belongg.net
Annual membership:
Ambedkar International Center, Maryland
Ambedkar International Mission
Ambedkar Association of North America
Mentor @ Authors’ Lab (Ambedkar International Center, Maryland)

PROFESSIONALMEMBERSHIPS

● Comparative International Education Society (CIES)- Annual

● American Sociological Association (ASA)- Annual

● Southern Sociological Society (SSS)- Annual

● D.C. Sociological Society (DCSS)- Annual

● Asian Qualitative Inquiry Association - Annual

● Comparative Education Society of India (CESI)- Life-time
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https://fliphtml5.com/anenk/ozzm/basic
https://openthemagazine.com/features/is-campus-activism-losing-its-sting/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWaGpKX8M7c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-icl9hhzAk
https://counterview.org/2018/11/12/higher-education-in-india-is-designed-in-a-manner-that-exacerbates-tensions-of-class-and-caste/
https://www.thequint.com/videos/news-videos/india-destroys-ambedkar-bust-massachusetts-university-honours-him
https://sputniknews.com/radio_by_any_means/201804111063419335-zuckerberg-faces-congress/
https://pullias.usc.edu/blog/caste-prejudices-still-alienate-college-students-india/
https://belonggcircle.com/speaker/ee5b1591-a226-474c-8b18-d7cfbfe5581c
https://ambedkarinternationalcenter.org/gaurav-pathania/
https://ambedkarinternationalcenter.org/gaurav-pathania/

